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March 22, 2019

To CONNECT with God, each other & the world
as we experience PURPOSE, BELONGING &
LIFE-CHANGING discipleship.

Fire
Hello friends. Today I am pondering a story that is both curious and fantastic. First,
let me set the context of the story. The Israelites were a small clan when Jacob and
his family moved from Canaan to Egypt to live with Joseph during a seven-year
drought (Genesis 47). They lived there for the next 400 years and grew from a small
tribe into a vast people group. However, most of those years were spent in slavery to
their Egyptian task-masters. God did not forget His promises to the descendants of
Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob. Their rescue took the form of an exodus under the
leadership of Moses.
In the early days of the exodus, God gave Moses revelation about acceptable forms
of worship that would distinguish them from their neighbors who worshiped false
gods with rituals that included human sacrifice, prostitution, and debaucheries.
This brings us to the story I mentioned earlier. After the exodus, God gave Moses

specific details for the construction of a tabernacle where He would meet with the
people. He appointed Moses’ brother Aaron and his sons as priests to serve the
people in their worship. At the ordination service of the priests, something happened
that was miraculous.
"Then Moses and Aaron went into the Tabernacle, and when they came back out,
they blessed the people again, and the glory of the Lord appeared to the whole
community. Fire blazed forth from the Lord’s presence and consumed the burnt
offering and the fat on the altar. When the people saw this, they shouted with joy and
fell face down on the ground.” (Leviticus 9:23-24 NLT)
Within this incredible story, is a small detail that I would like you to consider with me;
the fire. It was from the coals of this fire that Aaron and his sons were to keep a
constant fire burning. God specifically gave Moses this instruction:
“Meanwhile, the fire on the altar must be kept burning; it must never go out. Each
morning the priest will add fresh wood to the fire and arrange the burnt offering on it.
He will then burn the fat of the peace offerings on it. Remember, the fire must be kept
burning on the altar at all times. It must never go out.” (Leviticus 6:12-13 NLT)
This sacrificial system of worship foreshadowed the ultimate and sufficient sacrifice
of Christ Jesus, the Messiah, and Lord. In His death and resurrection, Jesus fulfilled
the penalty of sin once and for all. After His ascension to heaven, God made His
tabernacle to be within each person who made a faith-surrender to Him, as it says in
1 Corinthians 3:16,
“Don’t you know that you are God’s temple and that God’s Spirit lives in you?”
If you are a Christian (Christ follower), then God dwells within you by His Holy Spirit.
We can now make a sacrifice to the Lord on an inner altar (what some call the altar
of the heart). What does it look like for you to keep that fire burning daily? Possibly
the fire has burned low or the coals have gone cold. I have had times (and even
seasons) when I left this fire unattended. But did you know that the fire of worship
can be rekindled? If we will offer humble and sincere sacrifices, God will ignite a fire
within us. We can tend that fire when we seek, serve, and worship God.
God still ignites the fire within His people, so get the kindling and prepare for ignition!
Your brother and friend,
shaun
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Nursery (ages 0-2 yrs)–Both 1st & 2nd
Service—downstairs, first room on the right
Children's Church (ages 3–5 yrs)–Both 1st
& 2nd Service—downstairs, end of the hall
Children's Sermon (Grades K–4th), Second
Service—dismissed after worship songs–
upstairs

First Friday of each month • 7–9 pm • First Friday Jam at George
Free Admission—Potluck at 6 pm
Fri, Sat, Mar 22, & 23 • 7:00 pm • QHS PAC—Quincy High School Musical, $7
adult–$5 Student

Use your phone to scan the QR code or go to qfmc.org on your phone or computer

and click "Online Giving." If you wish to off-set the transaction fees charged to QFMC
for this method of giving, you may check the box after the Payment Details
information.
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