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Waiting Upon
When we wait it is because we are anticipating something. Sometimes waiting is
enjoyable; for instance: waiting for Christmas day, waiting for the fire to burn down to
coals so we can roast marshmallows (I know that some of you like your
marshmallows burned … and I simply don’t understand that!), waiting for our favorite
part of a song we like, or waiting for the next book from our favorite author.
Sometimes waiting gives rise to frustration. Typically this kind of waiting is associated
with specific locations; for instance; at the doctor’s office in the … (wait for it…)
“waiting room,” in the “10 items or less” line at FredMeyer behind a 25 item customer,
or behind a distracted driver on a cell-phone in the turn lane in the late afternoon
when openings in the on-coming traffic are as frequent as sunshine in Seattle.
Waiting becomes excruciatingly personal when our hopes and dreams may (or may
not) be realized. In this place, the stakes are much higher than mere annoyance at

delays experienced in checkout lines or traffic jams. It doesn’t get much more real
and vulnerable than when we are waiting to hear from the doctor about whether the
biopsy was cancerous. The vulnerability involved with waiting for Mr. or Mrs. “Right,”
or waiting for a child to be conceived is almost impossible to accurately describe.
Waiting seems to put the spotlight on our greatest hopes, fears, and even faults.
Mostly, humans are allergic to pain and we want to take the nearest exit ramp off the
“highway of delayed gratification.” The road-less-traveled is that highway of waiting.
Usually we wonder “why?” “when?” “where?” or “how?” Rarely do we ask the
question, “who?”
By “who” I mean to imply the inclusion of God into our waiting. When we wait “without
God,” we experience a self-imposed isolation from “the provider” who loves us.
Something happens when we wait “UPON” the Lord. It is best understood by
referencing the product of “weaving.” When we wait “upon” God, He weaves us to
Himself so that what we long for does not replace Him, but can be satisfyingly
experienced with Him.
I don’t mean to imply that waiting upon the Lord is easy because it is not. In my own
experience, I find out just how alive my own flesh is when I have to wait. However, I
do mean to say that waiting “upon” the Lord is the way to peace in the midst of pain
and uncertainty.
Are you waiting for something in this season of your life? If so, possibly you feel
vulnerable, angry, abandoned, or hopeless. I am praying for you as I write this blog. I
am asking the “provider God,” Jehovah-Jireh, the One who knows you and loves
you…. I am asking Him to weave you close to Himself as you wait. And finally, I want
to encourage you to “stay the course” as you wait “upon the Lord.”
Waiting with hope,
Your brother and friend,
shaun
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